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International Geographical Union
Executive Committee Meeting

Glasgow, Scotland
2-7 April 2002

Attending: President Anne Buttimer; First Vice President Adalberto Vallega (partial
participation because of illness); Past President Bruno Messerli; Vice Presidents Nikita
Glazovsky, Changming Liu, Markku Löytönen, Lindisizwe Magi, José Palacio-Prieto,
and Hiroshi Tanabe; and Secretary General and Treasurer Ronald F. Abler. Visiting:
Werner Janaschek, International Union of Geological Sciences and Gérard Joly, Comite
National Français Géographique.

 1. Welcome
 2. Adoption of the agenda
       < Add item 6. 4. 6 on IGU Participation in the Antarctic Research Council
 3. Minutes reviewed and approved with corrections
 4. Challenges and Opportunities f or the IGU
   4. 1 Events and Trends Reports from Vice Presidents
       < Vice President Tanabe reported that Japanese members of the International Association of

Geomorphologists are not keen on participating in the forthcoming meeting. Perception
that IGU not visible or prominent; reality is that there is more meets the eye; ICSU grants
program and goals;

       < Liu–joint meeting with Taiwan national committee in Shanghai in October. Geographical
Society of China hosted; 250 Taiwanese; 400+; pressure to change “geography” to
“environmental science

       < Glazovsky visited five countries (Byelorussia, Moldova, Armenia, Georgia, Tajikistan,
and Uzbekistan of the CIS and discussed problems of their participation in the IGU. Sent
letters to the academies of science of the countries and asked former members about dues
that are in arrears, asked those not former members to join, and in general suggested more
active participation in IGU. Also disseminated information about corresponding
membership as widely as possible. Dues payments remain a problem for some of the
former CIS countries; On September 3-7 2002 will organize a meeting of the Scientific
Council for Fundamental Geographical Studies of the International Association of
Academies of Sciences (which includes many CIS Countries) to discuss problems of
cooperation between geographers in the CIS realm. The topic of Integration and
Disintegration in Crimea will also be discussed. Will continue preparations for the
August 2003 conference in the Altai. The first circular has been sent to all commissions,
study groups, task forces, and national committees.

       < Magi–reconfiguration of higher education in South Africa proceeds; University of South
Africa has taken Minister of Education to court; minister urging universities to merge but
is opposed by the institutions involved; Curriculum 2005 reform has been legislated.
Learning areas are mathematics, languages, natural sciences and technology, social
sciences, arts and culture, life skills, life orientation, and economic and management
sciences. Geography is included within the social sciences, in conjunction with history,
which tends to dominate the partnership. The overall social science area focus is on
people and environment and social justice and human rights. Forthcoming events are
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IUGS conference from 7-12 July in Johannesburg; IGU 2002; WSSD in Johannesburg
from 26 August to 4 September; ICA in Durban from 10-16 August 2003. Magi has been
reappointed chair of the South African National Committee for period 2002-2005, along
with Michael Meadows, R. Fox, M. Ramatsendela, Joan Fairhurst, B. Maharaj, D. Scott,
and one representative from the SSAG to be elected.. The position statement from Saint-
Dié has been disseminated vi athe South African National Committee.. Membership of
South African community has been boosted by subsidies for the Durban conference from
the SA Geographical Society. A State of the Discipline project, which will investigate
Geography in Practice in schools and tertiary institutions, has been funded by the
National Research Foundation. Joan Fairhurst will direct the project. Magi has received
an e-mail message from James Hersov about forming the African Geographical Society a
la Royal Society to encourage African scholars to engage in research and teaching–Magi
responses; Magi has persuaded SA to increase its contribution to IGU. Buttimer observed
that strengthening relations between geographical societies and national committees
should be promoted.

       < Palacio-Prieto updated the committee on the status of geography departments in Latin
America; List of countries and departments in Ibero-America; IGU Newsletter has been
translated and reprinted in Investigaciones Géograficas 46. Boletín del Instituto de
Geografia de la UNAM. Sent the Spanish version to 86 departments but not certain
information moves beyond the office; Working on list of individuals in order to permit
direct contact; Congresses and meetings continue. April 2003 conference in Mexico City.
Milton Santos prize. Parallel symposium on land use planning. Traveling to Cuba under
UNEP auspices in two weeks. New geography programs being founded (two) to buttress
the existing three; New at Univeristy of San Luis Potosi and at the University of
Chihuahua; Translating general information on IGU into Spanish for web site.

       < Löytönen–status of geography remains strong; geoinfomatics growing rapidly, with four
new chairs in Finland alone; joint program on medical geography with funding from
NORFA; program may be a model for other specialties. Two concerns in Norden:
geographers participate less than is ideal in discourse on planning and social
development. Too many geographers working on esoteric topics rather than on questions
with more immediate applications; U of Helsinki established six new chairs in urban
topics but results have not matched investment; Baby boom faculty and teachers are
retiring and the profession does not appeal to young people, who are now attracted to
more lucrative and exciting work; Has not been able to arrange a meeting of presidents of
Nordic geographic societies and IGU national committee chairs. 

       < Abler. AAG and other scholarly society concerns about membership; Fund raising in
connection with AAG centennial; Updates on Los Angeles and New Orleans and
Philadelphia annual meetings; RFA retirement and successor recruitment; Liu on United
States influence on rest of world, e.g. Johns Hopkins department

       < Buttimer: Development of such new research initiatives as the urban institute and the
institute for social change. Geographers participate but do not lead in many instances; too
thin on the ground and too preoccupied with teaching; Royal Irish academy will look
more seriously at forging international links; will have a scientific secretary for
international affairs; Buttimer activity since Saint-Dié: Member of the ICSU team
drafting a sixteen page document on Sustainable Development due submitted by ICSU to
the United Nations on 1 September 2001. October visit to Glasgow to receive RSGS
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Centenary Medal; Lecture at the Spanish Geographical Society (AGE) on the occasion of
its 25th anniversary. Villa Celimontana in November and UNOPS agreement; December
meeting with Larry Kohler who advised on IGU potential roles within ICSU; Plenary
lecture at RGS/IBG in Belfast; January 2002 ICSU meeting on Food Security; Visit to
Dublin by Michel Denis of IUPsyS; 

       < Vallega. Italy (SGI) will support up to five countries annual dues, but wishes the IGU
Executive Committee to designate the recipients; Italian government is reorganizing the
support for science in Italy, driven by overriding concern that less money will be made
available. International connections of the National Research Council will be
reconsidered. Will be less support for ICSU and other programs. Research policy in flux.
Has focused efforts on cooperation with UNESCO on oceans material for WSSD.
Agenda 21 Chapter 17 workshop at ICSU and role of member of scientific committee.
Strong role for geography through Vallega and Miossec with good effects on IOC.
Miossec with stand in for Vallega. Also cooperation with UNESCO as regards NGO
status. Large program on cultural heritage underway in Italy that should be publicized in
the IGU Newsletter. Meeting in Rome on postmodern geography on 26 September 2002
at Villa Celimontana.

   4. 2 Establish Priorities and Due Dates through the Durban Meeting (All)
       < Nominations for ICSU
       < Brochures in hand
       < Clarity on Who’s Who
       < Program plan for Durban–strategic presentation
       < State of matters in Tel Aviv and Tunis
       < Promotion and Solidarity Fund
       < Book donation scheme revival
       < Various alternatives considered and suggested, including a warehouse/bazaar

exchange. LM will investigate possibilities for Durban.
       < IGU and Villa Celimontana to share an exhibit booth in Durban
   4. 3 Establish Priorities and Due Dates through the Mexico City Meeting (All)
       < No discussion or action
  5. Status of the IGU
   5. 1 Finance (Abler)
       5. 1.  1 Review 2001 and 2002 Financial Statements
       < Financial statements for calendar (fiscal) year 2001 and for first three months of 2002

reviewed.
       5. 1.  2 Approve Budget for Fiscal Year 2002
       < Income and expenses plan for 2002 with a projected deficit of $5,692 unanimously

approved.
       5. 1.  3 IGU Promotion and Solidarity Fund Status
       < Balance in the IGU Promotion and Solidarity Fund at $4,313 after payment of $10,000 to

South Africa organizing committee.
       5. 1.  4 2003 ICSU Grant Competition
       < IGU is lead applicant on two category I ($50,001 to $100,000) grant applications to ICSU

and for two category II (up to $50,000) applications submitted on 1 March 2002. ICSU
served as supporting applicant for three proposals submitted by: International Union of
Soil Sciences, International Union of Geological Sciences and International Association
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of Geomorphologists, and IGU Study Group on Water Sustainability.
       5. 1.  5 ICSU $5,000 Block Grant to IGU
       < The committee voted unanimously to allocate the $5,000 received from ICSU for

capacity building to a project designed to produce secondary school geography materials
on sustainable development based on the experiences of geography teachers from
developing and transitional economy countries. The materials will be produced at a two
to three week workshop conducted at the Home of Geography in Villa Celimontana,
Rome, and funds will be used to underwrite the teachers’ travel costs, accommodation
and meals during their stay in Rome. The three teachers will be recruited from (one each)
Africa, Latin America, and Asia. Each will have a proven record of writing sound
teaching materials. The project will be coordinated by Vice President Nikita Glazovsky.
The materials produced by the team may included may include textbook chapters, a
teacher's guide, working examples for the classroom, data and statistics, and maps, among
others. Once completed the materials will be made available free of charge to any teacher,
author or other individual working in the field of geography teaching – with the
qualification that reference be made upon the use of the material to the authors and to the
IGU/ICSU. 

       < Money from ICSU must be spent in 2002 and must demonstrate to ICSU that
money has made a difference. ISSC has earmarked $5,000 that must be spent
quickly.

       5. 1.  6 IGU Endowment
       < Abler proposal that IGU establish an endowment well received. RFA to draft a suitable

agreement for review by the executive committee.
   5. 2 Membership
      5. 2.  1 Country Membership Report 
       < RA reported on the status of country membership as of 31 March 2002. Aggregate dues

arrears amount to $112,000 as of that date. Dues not yet paid for 2001 total $47,000.
Abler and the vice presidents with regional responsibilities will contact all countries in
arrears and request payment.

       < What are the benefits of membership for countries that cannot participate in commission
and other programs because of the absence of travel funds? Vice President Tanabe will
draft language indicating more clearly that personal representatives can participate in
C/SG/TF and other IGU activities.

      5. 2.  2 Corresponding Members
       < Corresponding membership growing well. Data by country as of 31 March 2002 are:

IGU Corresponding
Members

 by Country
31 March 2002

Argentina 3

Armenia 2

Austria 1

Bangladesh 1

Brazil 1
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Germany 7

Indonesia 1

Ghana 1

Israel 2

Italy 41

Mexico 30

New Zealand 1

Romania 1

Russia 1

South Africa 3

Spain 1

Switzerland 1

United Kingdom 2

USA 202

  Total 302

       < Vallega noted the importance of placing membership appeal and form in journals. Italian
corresponding members the result of on appearance of the membership form in the
journal of the Societa Geografia Italiana. Vice presidents to assist in having form
included in journals in their respective regions.  RFA to ask C/SG/TF chairs to include
corresponding membership form in their publications.

      5. 2.  3 Africa Partnership Program
       < Magi reported on Africa IGU Partnership Program. Has written those whose names he

received twice but has had no response. LM and AV and others will work out procedures
for matching donor and recipient countries as soon as possible.

       < How do countries qualify for subsidy from other counties? Should a report on status of
geography in applicant countries be requested? Decision to use the language from the
statutes (Section II.A) in the first paragraph of a letter informing prospective donors of
countries needing or desiring assistance. LM will review the letter for tone. RA to
maintain the list of countries needing assistance and to respond to queries from countries
wishing to provide such assistance. The secretariat will serve as a clearing house for 
matching Finland, Ireland, Italy, and Spain with countries desiring assistance. RFA to
follow up with United States committee, which has volunteered support.

      5. 2.  4 Latin America
       < JP provided an overview of efforts to increase membership in Latin American countries.

Additional detail later in the meeting.
      5. 2.  5 Membership Targets
       < RA reported that 2002 corresponding and institutional membership targets have already

been exceeded, thanks especially to the efforts of Vice Presidents JP and AV. Work
needed to boost the number of member countries and reduce the number of observer
countries by the end of the year of those 2002 targets are to be met.

      5. 2.  6 Corporate Sponsorship
       < Some confusion/disagreement within the executive committee whether statute provision

II.F enables corporate membership. The question of corporate membership to be placed
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on the agenda for the Durban general assembly as part of the discussion of establishing an
IGU endowment. Tanabe will prepare background materials for the discussion.

   5. 3 Publications
      5. 3.  1 IGU Newsletter
       < RA reported that IGU Newsletter issue 1991.3-4 now in production and that 1992.1 will

be published by the end of April. Should be able to maintain publication schedule
thereafter, with the contents proposed in the schedule appended to the agenda. RA
received several suggestions for material to be included in future issues, including the
suggestion that the names of new corresponding members be noted in each issue in a
“Welcome to Membership” section.

      5. 3.  2 IGU Bulletin
       < The 2001 issue of the IGU Bulletin will be printed and mailed no later than the end of

May 2002. Reports from several commissions and study groups are needed before the
issue can be compiled. If some reports are still outstanding when the issue goes to press,
their materials cannot be included.

      5. 3.  3 IGU Web Site
       < The IGU web site is functioning well. Updates to commission, study group, and task

force listings are posted as soon as they are received. The web site is ready for any and all
appropriate material submitted. JP asked that information from the IGU Bulletin
regarding commissions, study groups, etc. be posted on the web site. He also asked about
the possibility of putting Spanish language material on the site accessible via a Spanish
Language icon. After considering the implications of such an icon, the committee
suggested that the IGU web site be linked to mirror sites in Spanish or other languages
rather than placing information in languages other then French or Spanish on the IGU’s
web site.

 6. Continuing and New Business
   6. 1 Commissions, Study Groups, and Task Forces
     6. 1.  1 Commission, Study Group, and Task Force Events and Reports
       < The executive committee reviewed the status of IGU Commissions, Study Groups, and

Task Forces, noting especially those that had not yet submitted annual reports for
calendar year 2001:

       < Commission 00.02. Coastal Systems
       < Commission 00.08. Geographical Information Science
       < Commission 00.09. Geography and Public Policy
       < Commission 00.15. Karst
       < Study Group 00.01. Biogeography
       < Study Group 00.03. Fluvial System Research
       < Study Group 00.04. Géographie Appliqueé
       < Task Force 00.02. Vulnerability

The secretary general and the respective vice presidents responsible for these groups will
request that the overdue reports be submitted immediately.

       < Vallega observed that by and large commissions and study groups are insular and exhibit
little willingness to collaborate with each other.

       < Tanabe to prepare draft summary regarding LUCC collaboration with commission on
public policy and forward to Buttimer for use in Durban

       < All vice presidents to be sent copies of all C/SG/TF reports.
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       < Question arose of mandating the issue of paper copies of C/SG/TF newsletters. Abler
suggested that paper versions be strongly encouraged, but not required. AB will write
Berdouley

      6. 1.  2 Commission and Study Group Funding
       <  The committee instructed the secretary general to withhold annual funding from

commissions, study groups, and task forces that have not submitted annual reports.
   6. 2 National Committees
     6. 2National Committees
       < Magi prepared the cover letter for Buttimer and Abler to accompany the guidelines he had

earlier prepared for national committees. Buttimer and Abler to review and sign the letter
before leaving this meeting, and letters to be mailed later in week of 7 April.

   6. 3 Governance
      6. 3.  1 Statute Revisions
       < Statute revision proposed by Abler and Magi on the basis of Rome meeting decisions

were reviewed by the committee. After discussion, the committee voted (seven in favor;
one opposed; one absent; one abstaining) to reverse its prior decision to recommend to
the Durban general assembly that general assemblies be held every two years. The item
will be raised in the general assembly for discussion instead. The proposed statutes draft
was revised accordingly, and approved by the committee (see attachment).

      6. 3.  2 Incorporation
       < The International Geographical Union is now incorporated in the District of Columbia in

the United States.
     6. 3.  3 Non-profit status
       <  An application for recognition by the United States Internal Revenue Service as a non-

profit educational organization has been submitted and is being processed.
   6. 4 Collaboration with Other Organizations
     6. 4.  1 ICSU
       < Buttimer and Abler reported on IGU participation in ICSU affairs, with emphasis on

Buttimer participation in the formulation by ICSU of a sixteen-page document on
sustainable development that was a basis for ICSU participation in the February 2002
United Nations sectoral meeting preparatory to the forthcoming August 2002 World
Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. Focus has now shifted to drafting
a two-page statement of ICSU’s position on the role of science in sustainable
development for the next stage of preparation for the Johannesburg meeting, another
preparatory conference that will be held in Jakarta, Indonesia on 28-29 May 2002 and
focus on governments. Buttimer has been asked to participate in the conference but is
unable to do so. Abler will represent IGU.

       < Paralleling these efforts is the task IGU has undertaken to draft a position paper for
consideration by the ICSU board of directors and other unions and organizations within
the ICSU family on the topic of sustainable development. Abler will refine the draft
prepared by Vallega at the Saint-Die meeting and work with Buttimer to complete a
preliminary version for review by the executive committee during the week of 7 April.

     6. 4.  2 ISSC 
       < Buttimer reported 0000.
     6. 4.  3 ICA
       < Liu and Löytönen reported on relationships with the International Cartographic
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Association (ICA). CL will provide RA with the draft of a letter commending Professor
Li’s efforts to be sent to 0000 of ICA.

     6. 4.  4 Who’s Who Project
       < Gérard Joly of the CNFG visited the meeting to work out the details of IGU participation

in the CNFG’s Who’s Who in Geography project. After extensive discussions with
Buttimer, Abler, and Löytönen, the steps and sequence of subsequent events was worked
out and agreed to by the executive committee.

     6. 4.  5 NGO Status for IGU
       < Messerli reported on the status of the IGU request for NGO status with UNESCO. IGU

automatically has NGO status via its membership in ICSU, but Vallega will continue to
seek specific and separate recognition for IGU. The formal requests have been submitted
and IGU now awaits official notification from Walter Erdelen that its NGO status has
been recognized.

     6. 4.  6 International Council for Antarctic Research
       < The IGU Executive Committee unanimously approved the designation of Vladimir

Kotlyakov as the IGU’s representative on the International Council for Antarctic
Research.

   6. 5 Events, Programs, and Projects
     6. 5.  1 WSSD. Included in 6. 4. 1 discussion
     6. 5.  2 Sustainable Development Draft Statement. Included in 6. 4. 1 discussion
     6. 5.  3 Oceans 21
       < Adalberto Vallega had to leave the meeting because of illness and was accordingly unable

to update the committee on the status of the Oceans 21 program.
   6. 6 Villa Celimontana
     6. 6.  1 Archives Transfer and Organization
       < Buttimer brought the committee up to date on the transfer of IGU archives to Villa

Celimontana and the organization of the archives there by Geoffrey Martin. All materials
have now been transferred from the RGS to Rome and indexed by Martin.

       < Videotapes have been transferred from RGS in London to Villa Celimontana
     6. 6.  2 Villa Celimontana
       < Buttimer reported on the agreement concluded with UNOPS at the November 2001 Villa

Celimontana meeting in Rome and on ways it could be beneficial to the IGU in the future.
       < Tania Lines now employed full time at Villa Celimontana
       < Agreement with fund raising organization has been completed on behalf or IGU by SGI
       < Vallega absent and unable to report on the status of the Villa Celimontana Network and

Promotion program.
  6. 7 Recognition
     6. 7.  1 Planet and Humanity Medal
       < Magi reported on the status of negotiations with Nelson Mandela regarding acceptance of

the Planet and Humanity Medal. It is still too early to obtain a firm commitment from
Mandela but efforts to do so continue.

     6. 7.  2 Laureate d’honneur
       < Nominations will be solicited for consideration by the executive committee prior to the

Glasgow congress.
     6. 7.  3 Souvenir Designs
       < Abler provided some example designs of the memento to be given to those selected by
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the IGU for the Laureate d’honneur. The committee favored a cloisonne IGU logo
encased in an oval lucite paperweight. Abler will order the item and also have a new
Planet and Humanity Medal cast as soon as the citation for Mandela is ready.

  6. 8 Regional Organizati ons and Problems
     6. 8.  1 Malta Conference
       < The committee received and reviewed a request from Ghazi Falah that it request an

apology from an individual involved in a disagreement over the procedures followed by
the organizers of the October 2001 Arab World Geography conference in Malta. The
committee declined the request after discussion, and asked Buttimer and Abler to convey
its decision to Professor Falah.

     6. 8.  2 Mediterranean Region Network Meeting
       < Being absent because of illness, Vallega was unable to report on the Mediterranean

network meeting that was held in Rome in Fall 2001.
 7. Conferences and Congresses
  7. 1 Durban 2002
       < Magi presented a comprehensive overview of current registration for sessions and events

at the Durban regional conference. The committee reviewed and modified a draft agenda
for the Durban meeting and recommended longer sessions for the general assembly.

       < Buttimer presented an outline of the presentation she plans to give at the Durban general
assembly reporting on the executive committee’s activities and accomplishments between
the 2000 Seoul congress and the Durban conference. She will call upon members of the
executive committee for various facets of the report. Committee members deemed the
outline appropriate in tenor and content, and likely to be effective. Buttimer asked that
additional comments and suggestions be conveyed to her at the end of the meeting.

       < The committee reviewed and modified the preliminary agenda proposed for the
Extraordinary IGU General Assembly proposed for Durban. The agenda (attached) will
be sent to national committees during the week of 8 April.

  7. 2 Altai 2003
       < Glazovsky reviewed plans for the 2003 Altai topical conference. A second circular will be

available in June or July.
  7. 3 Glasgow 2004
       < The IGU Executive Committee and the Glasgow Congress Organizing Committee met

jointly to review the plans for the 2004 congress. [Detail will be provided upon receipt of
the meeting minutes from Johnathan Young]

  7. 4 Tel Aviv 2006
       < Abler will call Yehuda Gradus regarding how to proceed with respect to the regional

conference scheduled for 2006 in Tel Aviv.
  7. 5 Tunis 2008
       < Abler will request an update on plans for the Tunis congress from the organizers.
  7. 6 Invitations for Future Conferences and Congresses
       < The secretariat has received a formal invitation to hold the 2012 IGU Congress in Köln.

Additional invitations will be solicited with a view toward making a selection for 2012 at
the 2004 congress in Glasgow. Liu advised that an invitation would be received to hold
the 2012 congress in Beijing.

 8. Future Executive Committee Meetings
  8. 1 Durban, South Africa. 31 July-3 August 2002



-10-

       < Dates and details confirmed. A meeting of the IGU Executive Committee will be
scheduled following the conclusion of the general assembly.

  8. 2 Mexico City, Mexico. 25-30 April 2003
       < Dates confirmed. Arrive in Mexico City on afternoon of Friday, 25 April 2003.

Departures on the morning of Wednesday, 30 April.
  8. 3 Shanghai, China. 14-20 October 2003
       < Dates confirmed. Arrive in Shanghai on afternoon of Tuesday, 14 October 2003. Depart

on Monday, 20 October 2003.
  8. 4 Rome, Italy or Washington DC, USA 31 March-6 April 2004
  8. 5 Glasgow, Scotland, UK 10-14 August 2004
       < Arrive in Glasgow on afternoon of Tuesday, 14 August 2004.
 9. Adjourn
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